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STATEN ISLAND
By Kathleen Graham Hutchinson

Staten Island is located in the East Sacramento Delta in
San Joaquin County. It is bounded in the west by the North
Fork of the Mokelumne River (and Tyler Island), on the
north by Dead Horse Island and the Meadows, on the east
by the South Fork of the Mokelumne (and New Hope
Tract, Canal Ranch, Brack Tract and Terminous Tract.)
The South Fork is joined on the east by Beaver Slough,
Hog Slough and Sycamore Slough. The Island is bounded
on the south also by the South Fork of the Mokelumne and
Bouldin Island and is five miles above the Mokelumne’s
confluence with the San Joaquin River.

The Walnut Grove — Thornton Road crosses the far top
of the island crossing the North Fork on the Miller’s Ferry
Bridge and the South Fork on the New Hope Bridge. New
Hope was recognized as the head of navigation on the
South Fork. There is one road down the center of the
island spanning the island’s length.

The first bridge at New Hope Landing was a swing
bridge built in 1893. In 1905 a narrow thorough-truss
swing bridge connected to an L-shaped causeway
approach from Staten Island replaced the swing bridge. In
1960 the causeway was dismantled and a removable span
carrying no superstructure replaced the 1905 structure. The
first Miller’s Ferry Bridge on the North Fork of the
Mokelumne River was a swing bridge built in 1904 which
was replaced by a truss bridge replete with superstructure
in 1955. This bridge spans the county line and like the
bridges on the South Fork replaced long-standing ferry
service. The third ferry route, that of the Staten Island
Ferry, crossed the South Fork from Andrus Island near
present day Tower Park Marina.

Staten Island was originally referred to as Napoleon
Gardens and reclamation began in 1853. In 1857 George
Drew the San Joaquin county surveyor, surveyed 30,000
acres lying on both sides of the San Joaquin River. He
surveyed from a point one mile west of Stockton to the
mouth of the Mokelumne River. The survey was made in
connection with a U. S. survey. Drew’s findings indicated
that application for land had been made by parties in San
Francisco. In 1860 Drew noted that “interest in this
description of property is steadily increasing...”

Interest by a group of investors headed by Lloyd Tevis a
San Francisco “capitalist”, using Tevis’ term, apparently
began about 1865 Among those investors in the group
headed by Tevis were Leland Stanford, James Ben Ali
Haggin, and Adolph Sutro. The land was purchased by the
investors under the auspices of Kern County Land

Company which was Tevis’s huge lower San Joaquin
valley holding. The island was later (1900?) split off and
titled Staten Island Land Company. The paper towns of
Leland and Hagginsville are reminders of the original
investors,

These men were interesting early Californians. Tevis
was born in Shelbyville, Kentucky in 1824 and died in San
Francisco in 1899. In 1850 he was in Sacramento at age 25
and a clerk in the County Records Office. In 1854 Tevis
married Susan Sanders and in 1860 he moved to San
Francisco. He listed his net worth at one million; 500
thousand and that in real estate. By 1880 he was a
capitalist in San Francisco. Apparently working in the
records office opened Tevis’s eyes to land speculation. By
1862 he and his partner and brother-in-law (they married
sisters) attorney James Ben Ali Haggin were owners of the
huge Rancho Del Paso in Sacramento County.

The Rancho was originally a Spanish land grant given to
Eliab Grimes in 1844 whose son Hiram sold the property
to Samuel Norris. Norris retained Tevis and Haggin to
establish the ownership under U.S. Law. The firm was
successful and in 1859 Norris gave Tevis a mortgage on
the property in exchange for a $65,000 loan. Less than a
year later Tevis initiated proceedings to foreclose and
proposed that Norris deed over the property and withdraw
from the ranch in exchange for $5,000. This method of
property acquisition was fairly common in early
California.

The 44,374.43 acre land grant was based on the north
bank of the American River for 8 miles and extended north
about 8.5 miles to modern Grant Line Road. The old
Marysville road marked the western boundary and modern
Manzanita Avenue in Carmichael located the eastern
border. The two centers of activity were the Southern
Pacific Railroad station Ben Ali later known as Arcade
(because of the avenue of trees leading to the station) was
the shipping center and “The Bottom™ along the American
River south of modern Fair Oaks Boulevard between Watt
Avenue and Arden Way. This became the location of the
famous thoroughbred racing barns. The rancho today
consists of Del Paso Manor, Arden Park, Town & Country,
Country Club Center, Hagginswood, Del Paso Heights,
North Sacramento.

Tevis shared partnership interests with James Haggin
and George Hearst in the Anaconda Copper Mine in
Montana and the Homestake gold mine in South Dakota
and other mining adventures. For twenty years he was
president of Wells Fargo & Co. Banking and Express,
greatly expanding the business. With Haggin he owned the
second largest cattle and sheep holdings in California: a



