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President’s Notes

Greetings, friends!

Time flies! It’s an old cliché, but it’s so true. And
every month that passes keeps your Sacramento River
Delta Historical Society busy and in business!

Many of our 200-plus members were at our January
General Meeting in spite of (or because of?) the fact that it
was inauguration day. In that same spirit, our new slate of
officers was installed by our outgoing President, Judy
Culbertson. As she stepped into the position of Vice-
President, she graciously turned the gavel over to me. Our
Recording Secretary will continue to be Phil Pezzaglia,
Corresponding Secretary is Esther Koopman, our
Treasurer is Mindy Harding. Directors-at-Large, who will
remain in office until December, 2010 include Bobbie
Collier, C.J. Jensen, Marshall Pylman, Joe Enos, and Jeff
Hart. Directors who will serve until the end of 2009
include Terry Alchorn, Doris Pylman, Linda Van Loben
Sels, and Tom Herzog. Karen Shanks Vercruse, along
with Linda Van Loben Sels are our official “Oral
Historians”, and our most sincere, ongoing thanks must go
to Kathleen Hutchinson who provides the “meat” of this
newsletter, and to Becky Wheeler, who continues to
publicize our events.

Those of us present at the January meeting were
entertained and enlightened by the presentation made by
Terry and Jayne Alchorn about their home, the “Sol
Runyon House”. What treasures (the house and Terry and
Jayne)!

In March, Sylvia Sun Minnick spoke about one of her
books, “Samfow: The San Joaquin Chinese Legacy”. She
was a wonderful and engaging speaker, sharing her
perspective of the Chinese in the Stockton area, as well as
in our little part of the Delta. I, for one, learned a lot!

Our May speaker, Kevin Hecteman’s presentation on the
Sacramento Southern Railroad, just happens to be the title
of his book, as well. Learning about the rail history in our
area to and from Sacramento, Freeport, Hood, Locke,

Walnut Grove and Isleton complete with photographs and
anecdotes was wonderful.

In between those times, we’ve had oral histories taken
and transcribed; your Board has taken care of
“housekeeping” duties (taxes, insurance, etc.), and
discussed future goals and activities. I spent a day with
Board Member and Vice-President Judy Culbertson at
Sacramento County History Day. In her role as Executive
Director for the California Foundation for Agriculture in
the Classroom, she had the resources to set up an
interactive exhibit for kids that pertained to history and
agriculture. It was great fun—for adults and kids alike as
well as a great opportunity for us to share information
about the Sacramento River Delta Historical Society.

Do make sure that you pick up the summer edition of the
“Delta Explorer” at an outlet near you! Our own Esther
Koopman and Bobbie Collier, loving curators of our
Resource Center, were interviewed at length recently for a
feature article! Bobbie and Esther themselves are
extremely valuable resources and I’m looking forward to
seeing them in the spotlight.

As a side note, please be aware that the Resource Center
will not be open during June. Those aforementioned
keepers of our treasures will be enjoying some vacation
time.

Thank you for your continued support—if you’ve got
some spare time, please let us know. We’ve lots of
intriguing jobs just begging for your attention.

Until next time, keep on making history!

Deb
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TRANSPORTATION
Part III

Ground Travel
By Kathleen Graham Hutchinson

At the beginning of the 20th Century, the automobile and
train began to emerge as competition to river transport. By
the 1890’s Southern Pacific Railroad explored a new
transcontinental route via the Delta “The Netherlands
Route”. This route was considered in order to eliminate the
costly and time consuming ferry crossing between Point
Benicia and Port Costa. One proposed route crossed the
Mokelumne River to Stockton and thence via Santa Fe
trackage into Oakland; the other proposed route via
Antioch and a low-level bridge over western Suisun Bay.
To this end the railroad established the subsidiary
Sacramento Southern Railroad. By 1909 rails were laid
from Freeport to Hood. A truss swing bridge built over
Snodgrass Slough allowed the railroad to cross The
Meadows into Walnut Grove by 1912. The railroad built
spurs at Hood, Locke, and later Vroman’s Landing (on the
Mokelumne River to service Golden State Cannery.) The
spur into Hood was double tracked and the roadbed
throughout the line was wide enough to accommodate
double track on a mainline, a Harriman era trait of the
Southern Pacific. Wharves and warehouses were built at
Hood and Locke; a depot (freight, passenger, railway
express agency) at Walnut Grove.

With Edward Harriman’s death in 1909 the railroad
empire was ordered broken into its separate parts of which
the Southern Pacific was a part. The new Southern Pacific
shelved “The Netherlands Route”. In 1928 a low-level
bridge was built over western Suisun Bay (Army Point to
Suisun Point) taking the historic transcontinental line into
the Bay Area as it remains today (Martinez – Benicia).

In 1912 the Southern Pacific absorbed the Sacramento
Southern Railroad into its network and renamed it the
Walnut Grove Branch and in 1929 the road was extended
to Isleton crossing Tyler Island to Andrus Island on the
well-recognized Scherzer single-leaf bascule drawbridge
built in 1925 to span Georgiana Slough, which when not in
use was always kept in the raised position. (In 1960 this
bridge was lowered a record 177 times.) A freight house

(also used by passengers) was built at Isleton.

Passenger service used a self-propelled McKeen car which
carried both freight and passengers, (One can be seen at
the Nevada State Railroad Museum, Carson City – see
below.)

For many years from the 1890’s until 1910 rumors
floated that an interurban line would be built to link
Sacramento – Walnut Grove – Stockton.

The Sacramento Northern Railroad entered the upper
Delta in 1929 via its Holland Line. The Sacramento
Northern was a small regional company which operated
north to Marysville, Oroville, Colusa and Chico and south
to Rio Vista Junction, Bay Point and through its
connection with the Oakland, Antioch and Eastern to the
Bay Area. The Holland Line diverged from the mainline at
Riverview (south West Sacramento). Its stops were at
Central, Greendale, Sorroca, Valdez and Oxford. A spur
connected to the Sugar Mill at Clarksburg. The railroad
hauled principally sugar beets and grains on the Holland
Branch Line.

Sacramento Northern operated an electric interurban
passenger service between
Sacramento and the Bay Area
stopping at Arcade to pick up
north Delta passengers at the head
of its long trestle across the Yolo
By-Pass. It then continued on to
either its colonnaded Station in
Sacramento at 5th and Eye streets
or to San Francisco via Rio Vista


